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s p o r t s  s t a t e
I n f o r ma t i o n  S e r v i c e s  •  U n i v e r s i t y  of  M o n t a n a  •  M i s s o u l a ,  M o n t a n a  59801 * ( 4 0 6 )  243-2522
MISSOULA - -  For a f l e e t i n g  moment t h i s  week, U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Montana f o o t b a l l  coach 
Jack Swarthout and h i s  s t a f f  thought about developing a s t ro n g  p ass in g  a t t a c k ,  but 
qu ick ly  thought b e t t e r  o f  i t  and th in g s  are  now back t o  normal in  G r izz ly  Land as UM 
looks toward i t s  Staurday b a t t l e  with Boise S t a t e  in  Boise.
Normal, t h a t  i s ,  with one ex cep t ion .  The G r i z z l i e s  now have a reco rd  blemished 
by a 21-12 d e f e a t a t  the  hands o f  the  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Idaho l a s t  weekend. Tha t ,  p lus  the  
f a c t  t h a t  Montana has been dropped out o f  th e  top 10 in  n a t i o n a l  rank ing ,  h u r t s .
I t  was no t  j u s t  t h a t  Montana l o s t  to  Idaho t h a t  brought up th e  idea  o f  throwing 
the  b a l l  more. I t  was the  way Montana l o s t .  The G r i z z l i e s  found they  would have to  
score  twice in  the  fo u r th  q u a r t e r  in  o rd e r  to  win the  game and knew the  cloud o f  dus t  
o f fense  wouldn’ t  d e l i v e r  two scores  in  t ime. T h a t ’s when they  s t a r t e d  to  pass  and t h a t  
when they  found th e  pass ing  a t t a c k  inadequate  f o r  a ca tch -up  s i t u a t i o n .
Swarthout decided ,  however, t o  s t a y  with th e  same ’’Texas Y" o f f en se  t h a t  has won 
the  G r i z z l i e s  23 games in  a row, two s t r a i g h t  Big Sky Conference t i t l e s  and two bowl 
i n v i t a t i o n s .  And he i s  changing a few th in g s  to  t r y  t o  keep Montana from g e t t i n g  
behind  l i k e  they d id  in  the  Idaho game.
”We thought f o r  awhile about p a ss ing  the  b a l l  some more ,” Swarthout s ay s ,  "but 
then we asked o u r s e lv e s ,  ’Why should  we do t h a t ?  We’ve won 23 games t h i s  way, and t h a t  
p r e t t y  darned g o o d . ’”
Boise ,  the  s u r p r i s e  o f  the  confe rence  t h i s  y e a r ,  has only l o s t  once - -  20-7 
to  Weber l a s t  Sa turday .  The Broncos embarassed the  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Idaho,  42-14, in  the  
season opener f o r  both c lubs .  The o t h e r  two wins were 18-14 over  Cal Poly and 17-10 




Swarthout's priority change for this game will be to run the option more. The 
Grizzlies usually run it 30 to 40 times a game, but ran it only 14 times against 
Idaho.
"That," says Swarthout, "may have been the big difference in the game. It was a 
coaching mistake. It looked like we were going to break the game at any minute with the 
end-arounds, but we just never did."
Boise has the strongest passing game in the league, but Montana’s secondary 
is tough, and time and time again has put down the aerial attack. Statistics may be 
the telling factor in Saturday's game. Montana is second best in the conference on 
passing defense, while Boise is fifth in rushing defense.
Weber State beat Boise last weekend with Montana's game -- the "Wishbone" offense.
The Wildcats gained 420 yards on Boise, and Swarthout thinks it can happen again.
"We're stronger than Boise," Swarthout says, "and we're just going to keep running
at them. They're a passing team and can be hot or cold. We can win with consistency."
Boise's biggest threat is in its senior quarterback Eric Guthrie, the busiest
man on the field. He passes and runs well, punts and kicks field goals. UM coach-
scout Ron Nord says Guthrie is probably the best all-around quarterback the Grizzlies
have faced this year. Last week he threw 50 times for 2.1 completions and 207 yards.
Many of his passes went to Boise's best receiver, sophomore split end Don Hutt. The 
Flanker, junior A1 Marshall, is also an excellent pass catcher. Both are 6-2, 180 lbs. 
and fast, according to Nord.
The Grizzlies are healthy going into their fifth game and there won't be any 
changes from last week's starting lineup. Senior 5-10, 215 lb. fullback Wally Gaskins, 
who ruptured an achilles tendon last spring, may see his first action of the season 
in this game.
He has been healing slowly, but Swarthout says he may see some action. Although 
he still walks with a limp, he looked strong in a scrimmage Monday between varsity 
reserves and the freshmen.
The Grizzlies leave Missoula Saturday afternoon for the 8 p.m. MDT kickoff in 
the new 14,500-seat Bronco Stadium and return early Sunday morning.
####
TWO-DEEP LINEUP, UM GRIZZLIES 
-Offense-
SE -- 81, Glen Welch; 24, Jim Olson
LOT -- 71, John Lugviel; 79, Doug Cleveland
LOG -- 61, Willie Postler; 60, Keith Lindstrom
C -- 52, Ray Stachnik; 56, Kit Blue
ROG —  66, Barry Darrow; 60, Keith Lindstron
ROT -- 75, Steve Okoniewski; 72, Ben Surwill
TE —  86, Jim Hann; 84, Cliff Burnett
QB -- 15, Gary Berding; 12, Jay Baumburger
LHB -- 11, Steve Caputo; 30, Dave Manovich
FB —  46, Jeff Hoffman; 40, Creighton (Buddy) Walsh
RHB —  34, Casey Reilly; 33, Warren Kottke
-Defense-
LE —  76, Greg Maloney; 80, Steve Taylor 
LT -- 73, Gary Swearingen; 74, George Atwood 
Rt —  78, Rick Anderson; 70, Jim Leid 
LLB -- 53, Bill Stems; 48, Curt Donner 
MLB -- 65, Dennis Doyle; 62, Jerry Cooley 
Rib -- 67, Bruce Spencer; 32, Terry Pugh 
CB -- 36, Robin Peters; 25, Lonzie Jackson 
Cb -- 20, Dean Dempsey; 27, Terry Reynolds 
SS -- 31, Bob Guptill; 26, Rob Stark 
FS -- 29, Mick Dennehy; 2], Rick Dodds
